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A Network of Connections

by
Scott Schuette and Jeff Wagner

PNHP has the good fortune of being a
robust program with a wide range of
expertise. We are a partnership that
draws on the research and resource
management experience of three state

Our staff scientists recognize that it is
imperative to expose more people to
conservation principles and provide them
with a deeper understanding of the natural
world if we want new generations to care

agencies and a large regional conservatiorabout the environment and conservation.
organization. However, our strength is not A good example of our foray into the
confined simply to taxonomic expertise or education realm is our Experiencing Your
information management capacity. A big Environment through Conservation (EYE
piece of what we do and what we strive to Con) Program. For the past three years,

do is connect our information and
expertise to those outside of our
partnership. We want to see our
information and expertise used for good
conservation wherever the opportunity
exists. With the Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy as the ngorofit partner of

PNHP, we have the flexibility of extendin

ourselves into other areas of interest su
as training and education, collaborative
research, and outreach to public and

private resource managers. In this editio
of our newsletter, we will look at some of

our projects and initiatives that are

particularly collaborative and help to mak

connections that extend our reach and
impact.

we have received grants from DEP to
collaborate with DCNR at Jennings
Environmental Education Center, Raccoon
Creek State Park, and Ohiopyle State Park
to host summer camps for high school
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Adam Hnatkovich

EYE Con participants examine a soil sample from a
forest community at Jennings Environmental Education
Center.
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students. Over these four day outdoor programs, Naturalist series at the Edge of Appalachia Preserve in

participants interact with conservation professionals Ohio, and the plethora of field and identification

who have made protecting the environment their courses offered by the Eagle Hill Institute in Maine. The
career. Throughout the week students are immersed irEagle Hill courses are week long intensive explorations
the practice of field biology and ecology to better into biodiversity and ecology and are considered among

understand what field scientists do and why. the best offerings in eastern North America. Over the

- 5 last two years, our staff scientists attended courses that
increased their identification skill sets in sedges and
moths, both groups with high diversity in Pennsylvania.

As we grow professionally and hone our expertise, we
also provide training opportunities to the public

through our own series of workshops. The Pennsylvania
Botany Symposium provides local identification
workshops on a variety of plant groups, such as grasses,
sedges, goldenrods, and aquatic plants. We also provide
training through our iMaplnvasives program where
people learn how to enter observations of invasive
species into a statewide database.
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PNHP staff lead students from the Environmental Charter School o
birding excursion.
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The work we do with a public charter school and a
private school in Pittsburgh is another example of our
staff engaging younger generations. Through their
environmental curriculum, we instruct field classes that|
focus on several aspects of field and conservation
science. The students get to meet scientists and see the
outdoors from a different perspective.

Effectively engaging other groups of people requires
that our staff scientists have-aepth training on a
variety of subjects. To enrich our understanding of the
regional diversity of plants and animals, some of our

Lisa Smith

A participant in the grasses, sedges, and rushes introductory workshop
during the PA Botany symposium is examining the floral structures of

scientists attend workshops offered by other grass flowers.
organi zations. These include the O0sedge campdé offe
by the New York Flora Association, the Master A natural outgrowth of the networking that happens

during workshops and training activities is collaborative
research projects. One such project was between

PNHP Inventory Manager Scott Schuette and Bucknell
Professor Chris Martine to investigate and collect
material for genetic analy
population of the state endangered, etlffrelling golden
corydalis Corydalis aurssp.aured. This effort

involved PNHP field staff, Bucknell students and staff,
and members of the Merrill Linn Conservancy to

highlight the importance of rare plant conservation in
Pennsylvania as the subject of the new episode of

oPl ants are Cool Too06 vide
rappelling over the side of the cliff, the film crew
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course, teaching butterfly identification. a drone that was launched from a boat on the
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