Field Dodder
Cuscuta pentagona

Description

Field Dodder is an annual parasitic herbaceous vine,
with the stems usually yellowish or orangish in color.
The leaves are reduced to minute scales, which are
scattered in an alternate arrangement along the stem.
The flowers, appearing from June to September, are g
white and only 1 to 2 mm in length. The corolla lobes
of individual flowers are about 1.0 mm in length, 5-
parted and pointed in outline, distinguishing this
species from numerous other species in the genus.
The fruit is a many-seeded capsule.
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One of the dodders (Cuscuta sp.) on a host plant.
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Field Dodder has a range throughout North
America. In Pennsylvania, it has been
documented historically in numerous southern,
especially southeastern, counties. Field Dodder
grows in various types of open habitats,
State/Proviace including old fields, clearings, thickets, and
Scains Kauks various sorts of open ground.
SX - presumed extirpated
SH - possibly extirpated
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State Status & Conservation

Field Dodder does not have a PA legal rarity status, but the PA
Biological Survey (PABS) has assigned Field Dodder a rarity status
of Threatened.
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G5 — Globally Secure; S2 — Imperiled in Pennsylvania
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