White Trout-lily
Erythronium albidum

Description

White trout-lily is a perennial herb, producing a stem 4 to 6 inches (10-15
cm) tall. The leaves are basal and paired, usually spotted or mottled,
elliptic or lance-shaped and up to 6 inches (15 cm) long. The white
(sometimes slightly tinged with blue or pink) flowers are produced singly
at the end of long stalks in late April and early May. The flowers nod
downward and have white 6 petals/sepals that curve strongly upward.

Distribution & Habitat

White trout-lily has a distribution from Ontario and New York south into
Texas and the Gulf Coast states. In Pennsylvania, the occurrences are
rather widespread throughout the state, particularly along the major rivers
and streams. The species grows in bottomlands, floodplains, and lower
slopes, especially on limestone substrates.
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Current State Status

The PA Biological Survey (PABS) considers

white trout-lily to be a species of special concern,

based on the relatively few occurrences that have
State/Province been recently confirmed. It has a PA legal status
Status Ranks of Rare.
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Conservation Considerations -
More field surveys are needed to determine the range, e

abundance, and ecological requirements of the white
trout-lily before a more definitive conservation status, if
needed, can be assigned.

NatureServe conservation status ranks

G5 — Globally secure; S3 — Vulnerable in A records since 1980 ® reconds pre-1980
Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program Data 3-2014
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