
 

Vascular plant nomenclature follows Rhoads and Klein (1993). Bryophyte nomenclature follows Crum and Anderson 
(1981). Species not native to Pennsylvania are indicated by a superscript "I." The aggressive species Phalaris 
arundinacea (reed canary-grass) and Phragmites australis (common reed) are marked with a superscript "(I)", as their 
native status is unclear. Pennsylvania species of special concern are indicated by a superscript "S." 

 
Bulrush marsh  
These are communities dominated by Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani (soft-
stem bulrush), and/or S. acutus (hard-stemmed bulrush), or less commonly S. 
pungens (chairmaker's rush), S. purshianus (a bulrush), S. fluviatilisS (river 
bulrush), or S. torreyiS (Torrey's bulrush). This community type occurs along 
lake and pond margins, on mudflats, and in shallow water—both tidal and non-
tidal.  
Related types: This community type is easily distinguished by its clear 
dominance of Schoenoplectus spp. (bulrushes). It may occur in combination 
with virtually any community type that approaches a water body having the 
appropriate substrate.  
Range: Entire state.  
Selected references: Sneddon, Anderson, and Metzler 1996.  
[Crosswalk: Smith's "Robust Emergent Marsh" (in part), TNC's Scirpus spp. 
Herbaceous Alliance.] 


