Little-spike Spike-rush
Eleocharis parvula

Description

Little-spike Spike-rush is a diminutive perennial herb
typically only a few inches in height. The leaves are reduced
to scales that are located at the base of the stem, which is the
main photosynthetic portion of the plant. The flowers,
appearing from June to September, are microscopic in size
and are grouped together inside a scaly cluster at the top of
the stem. The individual fruits are only about 1 millimeter in
length and are 3-sided.

Distribution & Habitat

Little-spike Spike-rush has a range throughout North America.
In Pennsylvania, it has been documented historically in a few
southeastern counties and in Erie County. Little-spike Spike-
rush grows in intertidal marshes, mudflats, and on shorelines.
The intertidal populations are subjected to daily cycles of exposure and inundation.
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State Status & Conservation

The PA Biological Survey (PABS) has assigned Little-spike Spike-rush a rarity status of Endangered, based on the
limited number of populations that have been confirmed, the small population sizes, the limited state range, and the
specialized habitat. The known populations have threats from exotic species, dredging and filling, and water
pollution.

NatureServe conservation status ranks
G5 — Globally Secure; S1 —Critically Imperiled in Pennsylvania
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