
 

Vascular plant nomenclature follows Rhoads and Klein (1993). Bryophyte nomenclature follows Crum and Anderson 
(1981). Species not native to Pennsylvania are indicated by a superscript "I." The aggressive species Phalaris 
arundinacea (reed canary-grass) and Phragmites australis (common reed) are marked with a superscript "(I)", as their 
native status is unclear. Pennsylvania species of special concern are indicated by a superscript "S." 

 
Sugar maple - basswood forest  
In eastern Pennsylvania, this type occurs on rich rocky slopes (although it may 
have occurred on less steep sites previous to extensive logging that left these 
inaccessible remnants as our only remaining examples). In western 
Pennsylvania, this type occurs on a wide range of sites. Aside from Acer 
saccharum (sugar maple) and Tilia americana (basswood), other trees typically 
present include Quercus rubra (northern red oak) Fraxinus americana (white 
ash), Liriodendron tulipifera (tuliptree), Betula alleghaniensis (yellow birch), and 
B. lenta (sweet birch). Shrubs include Lindera benzoin (spicebush), Hamamelis 
virginiana (witch-hazel), and on richer sites Asimina triloba (pawpaw) and 
Staphylea trifolia (bladdernut). There is generally a rich vernal flora; species 
include Anemone quinquefolia (wood anemone), Cimicifuga racemosa (black 
snakeroot), Geranium maculatum (wood geranium), Caulophyllum thalictroides 
(blue cohosh), Allium tricoccum (wild leek), Hepatica nobilis (liverleaf), 
Sanguinaria canadensis (bloodroot), Erythronium americanum (trout-lily), 
Claytonia virginica (spring-beauty), Arisaema triphyllum (jack-in-the-pulpit), 
Mitella diphylla (bishop's-cap), Cardamine concatenata (cut-leaved toothwort), 
and Asarum canadense (wild ginger). Other herbaceous species include 
Smilacina racemosa (false Solomon's-seal), Dryopteris marginalis (evergreen 
wood fern), and Botrychium virginianum (rattlesnake fern).  
Related types: The "Red oak - mixed hardwood forest" is usually dominated by 
oaks and hickories, and more often has heaths like Kalmia latifolia (mountain 
laurel) and Gaultheria procumbens (teaberry) in the understory. The "Tuliptree - 
beech - maple forest" type generally lacks Tilia americana (basswood) and 
occurs on gentle toeslopes rather than rocky slopes. In western Pennsylvania, 
this type may resemble depauperate examples of the "Mixed mesophytic forest" 
type.  
Range: Glaciated NE, Great Lakes Region, Piedmont, Pittsburgh Plateau, Ridge 
and Valley, Unglaciated Allegheny Plateau.  
Selected references: Eyre 1980, Harker et al. 1993.  
[Crosswalk: Smith's "Talus Slope Forest," TNC's Acer saccharum - Fraxinus americana - Tilia 
americana Forest Alliance and Acer saccharum - Fraxinus americana - Ulmus americana Forest 
Alliance, Acer saccharum -Liriodendron tulipifera - Fraxinus americana - Staphylea trifolia 
Community, SAF's Sugar maple - basswood (26).] 
 


