Featherbells
Stenanthium gramineum

Description

Featherbells is a showy plant in the lily family (Liliaceae) with a
basal rosette of long, strap-shaped leaves and a terminal inflorescence
with stalk-less (sessile), white, six-petaled flowers on branches at the
base, and directly on the main axis above. It is similar to Virginia
bunch-flower (Melanthium virginicum, or Veratrum virginicum),
which differs in having usually wider leaves, and having yellowish
petals which have distinct stalks.

Distribution & Habitat

This plant is found from the Mississippi Valley to the Atlantic, from
Missouri and Pennsylvania south to extreme eastern Texas and the
panhandle of Florida, but absent in much of the southern portion of
this range. It flowers in mid summer, and grows in moist, open
habitats, often along streams.
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Conservation Considerations

Featherbells grows in natural (and to some extent artificial)
disturbance habitats, which makes it particularly vulnerable
to exotic invasive species, most notable of which are
Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum) and its sister
species giant knotweed (Polygonum sachalinense). Many of
the known populations are small, and thus could be
displaced by aggressive non-native plant species. It has been
noted that it often does not set fruit, raising concern that
pollinators may be scarce.
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NatureServe conservation status ranks: G4 — Globally
apparently secure; S4 — Apparently secure in Pennsylvania
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